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Every fall, property owners 
receive a statement in the mail 
notifying them of  the amount 
due for their property taxes for 
that year.  To avoid penalties, 
they must make a check out for 
the total amount due to Josie 
Dean, Coke County Tax 
Assessor/Collector by January 
31 of  the following year.  What 
is often not considered is that, 
although the check is made out 
to Coke County, Coke County is 
not the recipient of  the entire 
amount.  In fact, less than one 
fifth of  the taxes paid in Coke 
County actually go into the 
county’s budget.  In fact, of  the 
$9,060,743.22 collected from 
October 1, 2014, through July 
31, 2015, only $1,567,673.01 
went to Coke County’s General 
Fund, with another $474,255.14 
earmarked for Road & Bridge.  
The remaining $7,018,815.07 
was distributed to the other 
taxing entities in the county. 

The county’s school districts 
claim the largest percentage of  
each side’s tax dollar-Robert Lee 
ISD at .54 or Bronte ISD at .43 
of  every property tax dollar paid 
in Coke County.

The cities of  Bronte and 
Robert Lee each claim .16 cents 
of  every property tax dollar paid 
by those owners of  property 
within their city limits.

The Hospital Districts on each 
side vary in their tax rates.  West 
Coke County Hospital District 
receives approximately 9 cents 
of  every property tax dollar paid 
by a west side owner.  East Coke 
County Hospital District 
receives approximately .18 of  
every dollar paid by an east 
owner.  The table on page 3 of  
this issue containing the 
valuations within each taxing 
district will help explain the 
disparity in these rates.  This 
chart looks at the total taxable 
values of  each entity for the last 
three years.  It shows the 
difference between valuations 
between 2014 and 2015.  It 
further shows the percentage 
increase or decrease each entity 
has experienced in the last three 
years..  On this chart, Coke 
County is broken down by Coke 
County General and Coke 
County FMFC (Farm to 
Market, Flood Control-
explained as commissioner’s 
funds).  Also Robert Lee ISD is 
broken down as RLISD 
Maintenance and Operations 
and RLISD interest and Sinking 
Fund.  The Interest and Sinking 
fund tax revenue is used to pay 

for bonded indebtedness on 
construction, equipment, or 
both.  The bonds, and the tax 
rate necessary to pay those 
bonds, were approved by the 
voters of  Robert Lee ISD.

Every property taxpayer in 
Coke County gives a portion of  
a penny to the Coke County 
Underground Water District.  
East side taxpayers also give a 
larger portion of  a penny to the 
Kickapoo Water District.

Every August, each entity has 
to review the valuations (value 
of  the property to be taxed) and 
set a tax rate.  This will 
determine how much money 
they will have for their budget 
year.  They have the option to 
lower the rate, leave it the same, 
take the effective rate (the rate 
that would give them the same 
total taxes as the year before), or 
increase the rate.  However if  
they set a rate too high, the (Continued on page 3)

taxpayers can start rollback 
procedures and force a lower 
rate.

This year, like last year, most 
taxing entities are having to deal 
with substantial losses in their 
taxable valuations.  A great 
portion of  these losses can be 
attributed to lower production in 
the oil fields near Silver.   The 
chart on page 3 compares the 
top taxpayers on the Mineral 
Roll and their 2013, 2014, and 
2015 values.  

Beginning now is a description 
of  the responsibilities and/or 
the purpose for each entity.  
Below each description is the 
amount of  the 2014 taxes levied.

All groundwater conservation 
districts try to maintain a 
balance between rights of  


