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Brandon Lawson of  San
A n g e l o  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e
l i s ted  as  miss ing  through
p r e s s t i m e  Wednesday.
Wha t  began  a s  a  s imple
s t r a n d e d  m o t o r i s t  c a l l
e a r l y  F r i d a y  m o r n i n g
developed into much more
over the weekend.

The or iginal  cal l  f rom a
passing motorist  came into
911  and  was  passed  on to
the Coke County Sheriff ’s
Office at  12:58 am Friday,
August  9 ,  2013,  repor t ing
a  s t randed motor is t .   Jus t
a f te r  1  am,  Chief  Deputy
Brandon Neal  arr ived at  a
d isab led  vehic le  south  of
Bron te  on  Highway  277 .
Upon finding i t  abandoned
w i t h  n o  k e y s  i n s i d e ,
Deputy Neal  turned on the
vehicle’s  f l a s h e r s  a n d
locked the doors.

C e l l  p h o n e  r e c o r d s
revealed the missing man,
B r a n d o n  L a w s o n ,  w a s
speak ing  t o  h i s  b ro the r,
Kyle  Lawson,  jus t  af ter  1
a m .   D u r i n g  s u b s e q u e n t
i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  K y l e
L a w s o n ,  h e  r e v e a l e d  h e
h a d  b e e n  o n  t h e  p h o n e
with his  brother,  Brandon,
when Deputy Neal  arr ived
at  the disabled vehicle and
was  h id ing  in  t he  b rush
w a t c h i n g  D e p u t y  N e a l
inspect  his  t ruck.   Further
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d e t e r m i n e d
tha t  Brandon Lawson had
s e r v e d  s t i n t s  i n  Texas
Depar tment  of  Correc t ion
facil i t ies and currently has
an outstanding felony war-
ran t  fo r  Possess ion  o f  a
Control led Substance with
In ten t  to  Dis t r ibu te  f rom
Johnson  County  Sher i ff ’s
Office in  Cleburne,  Texas.
T h e  l a s t  c o n t a c t  w i t h
Brandon  Lawson’s  phone
was a text  message at  1:19
a m  w a r n i n g  h i m  a b o u t

po l ice  sen t  f rom a  phone
b e l o n g i n g  t o  K y l e
Lawson’s girlfriend.

Due to the potent ial  t raf-
f i c  haza rd  the  abandoned
vehicle posed,  Deputy Neal
chose to have i t  towed.   At
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 : 3 0  a m
F r i d a y  m o r n i n g ,  B e s t
Connec t ion  a r r ived  a t  the
a b a n d o n e d  v e h i c l e  o n
Highway 277 and towed i t
to their  facil i ty.

S o m e t i m e  a f t e r  7  a m
F r i d a y  m o r n i n g ,  K y l e
Lawson purchased gas in  a
gas  can from Str ipes .   The
empty gas can was found in
the  back of  the  abandoned
vehicle.

In  t he  beg inn ing ,  Coke
C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ’s  O f fice
was only aware of an aban-
doned vehicle  unt i l  family
m e m b e r s  b e g a n  m a k i n g
c o n t a c t  w i t h  l o c a l  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  s o m e t i m e
later.  As  the  inves t iga t ion
p r o g r e s s e d ,  f a m i l y  m e m -
b e r s  r e t r a c t e d  o r i g i n a l
s t a t e m e n t s  m a d e  t o  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t ,  e x p l a i n i n g
they felt  the need to protect
B r a n d o n  f r o m  p o s s i b l e
arrest .

O n  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g ,
Augus t  11 ,  2013 ,  a  smal l
group (approximately 15-20
people)  accompanied Chief
Deputy Neal  in a  search of
the surrounding propert ies .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  L a d e s s a
L o f t o n ,  t h e  s e a r c h  c a m e
u p o n  t h e  p l a c e  w h e r e  i t
appeared  Brandon Lawson
w a t c h e d  D e p u t y  N e a l
i n s p e c t  h i s  t r u c k .   K y l e
Lawson did not  assis t  with
this search.

A Depar tment  o f  Pub l ic
Safe ty  he l icop te r  ass i s ted
wi th  a  search  of  the  a rea
Tu e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n .
Unfortunately,  t h e  s e a r c h
was unsuccessful.

Search for Missing Man!   A Department of Public Safety helicopter (top photo) prepares to
touch down at the airport near Robert Lee to pick up Coke County Chief Deputy Brandon Neal
Tuesday afternoon as the search for Brandon Lawson continues.  Lawson (middle photo) was
last heard from early last Friday morning near Bronte.  Coke County Sheriff Wayne
McCutchen (bottom photo, from left) confers with Texas Ranger Nick Hanna, Chief Deputy
Brandon Neal, DPS Tactical Flight Officer Gahagan and DPS pilot Sgt. Greenwood before the
aerial search Tuesday afternoon.
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