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As I’ve written before, too 

much “rural” talk in our national 
conversation is trendy, 
patronizing, and self-servingf  or 
the ones doing the talking, nor 
rural America itself.  But we also 
lack rural voices from “out here.” 
The rural communities of  
Appalachia, the Midwest, and 
West of  the 98th Meridian have 
similarities, but they also have 
distinct issues and concerns. 
Each of  those voices needs to be 
heard, not homogenized as one 
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perspective in audio podcast 
format.  There, I will have a 
recurring discussion of  topics 
that require more elbow room 
than my limited essay space.  I’ll 
talk deeper about community 
development, discuss public 
policy issues from a rabidly non-
partisan perspective, and then 
discuss various cultural matters 
like literature, movies, music, and 
food. Some of  those cultural 
matters will be lighthearted, for 
pure entertainment.  Other 
cultural discussions will help 

“rural” voice for political 
speeches and cable news. 

I’ve told people that my essays 
are designed to make me think 
about our rural communities and 
hopefully inspire a few readers to 
think about their communities 
along the way.  Each essay is 
written from the perspective and 
values developed from the people 
and institutions of  the Great 
Plains, west of  the 98th 
Meridian.

My long standing plans have 
been to expand upon this 

illuminate my perspective and 
ideas for improving America (see 
Roosevelt, Theodore). 
Sometimes, guests might appear. 
Other times, it might be just me 
rambling.

This project has been pending 
for far too long, stymied by both 
procrastination and by life’s 
obligations. But after 
conversations with my wife and 
with my friend and noted 
podcast expert Ed Roberson (he 
of  Mountain & Prairie fame), 
I’m vowing to “just do it,” so to 

speak. It won’t happen in the next 
couple of  weeks, but it will be in 
the next couple of  months.

So now you know the 
proverbial “rest of  the story” as to 
why my essays are written from 
West of  98, and now you know 
what’s coming next. Stay tuned.

James Decker is a lawyer, 
farmer, and mayor in Stamford, 
and the creator of  the 
forthcoming “West of  98” 
podcast and website. He may be 
contacted through Facebook at 
facebook.com/james.decker.

Since the last vesicular 
stomatitis virus (VSV) update on 
Friday, July 19, 2019, the Texas 
Animal Health Commission 
(TAHC) has received reports of  
11 new confirmed cases of  
vesicular stomatitis virus (VSV).

•  2 new VSV-infected equine 
premises have been confirmed in 
Bastrop County

•  1 new VSV-infected equine 
premises has been confirmed in 
Brown County

•  2 new VSV-infected equine 
premises have been confirmed in 
Travis County

•  1 new VSV-infected equine 
premises has been confirmed in 
Hood County

•  2 new VSV-infected equine 
premises have been confirmed in 
Palo Pinto County

•  2 new VSV-infected equine 
premises have been confirmed in 
Somervell County

•  1 new VSV-infected equine 
premises has been confirmed in 
Shackelford County

The newly confirmed 
premises are under quarantine 
by the TAHC. Affected horses 
will be monitored by regulatory 
and authorized veterinarians 
until premises are eligible for 
quarantine release 14 days after 
clinical VSV signs are observed.

To date, 31 premises in 16 
Texas counties have been 
confirmed with VSV. Of  the 31 
premises, 3 have been released. 
Currently affected counties 
include: Bastrop, Brown, 
Coleman, Hays, Hood, Palo 
Pinto, Shackelford, Somervell, 
Taylor, Tom Green, Travis, Val 
Verde, and Wichita counties. 
TAHC will send out VSV 

updates every Friday and all 
cases will be reported to the 
Equine Disease Communication 
Center.

•  VSV is a viral disease that 
primarily affects horses and 
cattle.

•  In the past decade, the 
Southwestern and Western 
United States have experienced 
a number of  VSV outbreaks. 
Outbreaks usually occur during 
the warmer months, often along 
waterways.

•  VSV normally has an 
incubation period of  2-8 days 
before the infected animal 
develops blisters that swell and 
burst, leaving painful sores. The 
virus can be transmitted through 
direct contact with infected 
animals or by blood-feeding 
insects.

•  If  VSV is confirmed, 
infected animals are 
quarantined for 14 days after 
clinical signs of  lesions are 
observed. This short-term 
quarantine helps prevent the 
movement of  animals and the 
spread of  the disease to other 
premises, fairs or markets.

•  If  you suspect your client’s 
animal has VSV, contact your 
TAHC Region Office for 
paperwork, procedures, and 
important sample submission 
information.

•  Several states are imposing 
enhanced entry requirements on 
Texas livestock due to the VSV 
cases. For information, contact 
the state of  destination.  For a 
list of  state animal health offices 
visit https://www.usaha.org/

u p l o a d /
Federal%20and%20State%20He

alth/STATE_ANIMAL_HEALT 
H _ O F F I C I A L S % 2 0 -

%20Copy%201.pdf.
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