
omy and strengthens our rural
communities.”

USDA Rural Development
is making up to $14 million in
grants available for projects
that help farmers and ranchers
produce bio-based products
from agricultural commodi-
ties.  The grants, which are
competitively awarded, are
available for planning activi-
ties or for working capital
expenses, but not for both.
The maximum grant amount
is  $100,000 for planning
grants  and $300,000 for
work ing  cap i t a l  g r an t s .
Generating new products, cre-
ating and expanding market-
ing opportunities and increas-
ing producer income are the
goals of the VAPG program.

Businesses of all sizes are
encouraged to apply, but pri-
ority will be given to opera-
tors of small and medium-
sized farms or ranches that
are  s t ructured as  family
farms, beginning farmers or
ranchers, or those owned by
socially-disadvantaged farm-
ers or ranchers.  Grants are
available for projects up to 36
months in duration.

For information on how to
apply, see page 48951 of the
August  15,  2012 Federal

Register, http://www.gpo.gov
/fdsys/pkg/FR-2012-08-
15/pdf/2012-20082.pdf

USDA, through its Rural
Development mission area,
has an active portfolio of
more than $172 billion in

loans and loan guarantees.
These programs are designed
to improve the economic sta-
bility of rural communities,

businesses, residents, farmers
and ranchers and improve the
qual i ty  of  l i fe  in  rura l
America.
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USDA Seeks
Applications for
Grants To Help

Agricultural Producers
Bring Increased Value

to Their Products
 Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack today invited agricul-
tural producers to apply for
grants to increase the value
of their products.

“Producers  can great ly
enhance the bottom line of
their businesses and improve
their  economic prospects
when they improve the value
of  the i r  p roduc t s ,  thus
expanding their markets and
customer base,” Vilsack said.
“The Value Added Producer
Grant program (VAPG) has a
proven track record of doing
just that and I am pleased to
announce that we are inviting
producers to apply for these
grants by the deadline. The
funds in this program enable
America’s farmers, ranchers
and rural business owners to
find ways to expand their
product offerings, revenue
streams and create more eco-
nomic opportunity by bring-
ing additional value to what
they already produce.”

“Investing in the creative
ideas of innovative Texans
will result in a positive step
towards rural economic and
community development,”
said Paco Valentin, Texas
Rural  Development State
Director. “We are pleased to
offer this opportunity to rural
entrepreneurs and producers
w h o s e  e n d e a v o r s  w i l l
increase the value of agricul-
tural commodities and there-
fore promote job creation in
their communities.”

App l i can t s  have  un t i l
October 15, 2012 to apply.
Vilsack emphasized that far
too many producers are miss-
ing out on significant eco-
nomic opportunities when
their products are enhanced
further away from the farm.
“When our producers keep
their value-added activities
closer to the farm, it not only
improves their bottom line; it
strengthens our rural econ-

Oldies But Goodies Car Show!  It was a great day for old
trucks as three of the top awards went to these classics.  The
City’s Choice award went to Emmett Barthehemy with his
1955 Ford Pick Up (top right photo).  Trust firemen to
choose a red truck for their award!  The Bronte Volunteer
Fire Department’s Choice was Frank Harvill’s 1938 Ford
Pick up (bottom right photo).  The Kids Choice was the 1941
Ford Pick Up, owned by  Joe Nandin of San Angelo.

Football Pages
start next week!
Call 453-2433

to sponsor your team!
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Make your financial
future a priority.

Tommy E Neal, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

2412 College Hills Boulevard
Suite 102
San Angelo, TX 76904
325-223-8244

Member SIPC


