
The Bronte ISD Board of  
Trustees held a regularly 
scheduled meeting on March 18, 
2020, at 7 pm.  Those in 
attendance included board 
members Blake Braswell, Josh 
Schoenfield, Terry Queen, 
Ashley Braswell, Jodie Arrott, 
David McWright, and John 
Seales; administration members 
Tim Siler, Doug Kuhlman, and 
Jennifer Englert; and guest 
Rebecca Siler.

The meeting was opened at 
7:01 pm with prayer by David 
McWright.

A quorum was established at 
7:02 pm with seven members 
present.

The minutes were presented 
and read.  A motion was made 
to approve the February minutes 
as presented by Josh Schoenfield 
and seconded by Terry Queen.  
The motion passed.  Ayes - 7, 
Nayes - 0.

There were no audience items.
A motion was made by David 

McWright to approve the bill 
listing as presented.  He was 
seconded by Josh Schoenfield 
and the motion passed.  Ayes - 7, 
Nayes - 0.

Ms. Englert gave an update on 
elementary activities.  Plans 
were put in to place to instruct 
remotely.  All students were 
contacted and all but six families 
have responded.  There will be 
an attempt to contact those 
families in person.  Almost all 
families have internet access.  
Ms. Englert advised on a 
possible pass/fail grading 
system.  Teachers are expected 
to be available during normal 
business hours (utilizing Google 
Classroom, YouTube, Dojo, 
Seesaw, etc.).  The teachers are 
asking for pictures of  handouts 
to be sent back after completion.  
Ms. Englert is very impressed 
with the teachers use of  
technology.  She has been able 
to Zoom with the teachers.

Mr. Kuhlman gave an update 
on secondary activities.  They 
are in the same position as the 
elementary.  There is a learning 
curve with the technology 
aspect, but the teachers are 
using Google Clasroom and 
images of  handouts sent back 
from students.  They haven’t 
been able to get in touch with 
approximately six students.  
WiFi is available outside of  the 
school if  the person is close 
enough.  UIL activities have 
been suspended and there will 
be no prom taking place April 6 
as scheduled.

Mr. Siler advised that he has 
had daily phone conferences 
with DHS, CDC, TEA, and the 
Region 15 Service Center.  The 
decision to close the school was 
based off  of  the travel survey 
sent out.  The virus can take up 
to 14 days to show and the 
survey determined some student 
travel was concerning.  School 
can possibly reopen on April 6.  
Breakfast and lunch are being 
provided to students this week.  
TEA says schools can give one 
weeks worth at a time but Mr. 
Siler isn’t sure BISD will do that.  
At-will employees have still been 
coming to work.  Maintenance is 
doing thorough cleanings with a 
bleach/water mix.  The main 
goal is to limit contact with the 

building and with others.  The 
fact that BISD has medically 
fragile students and high-risk 
staff  have led to these decisions.  
Mr. Siler advised it could 
possibly be months of  this kind 
of  learning.  Bronte ISD has 
been in contact with AT&T, 
Verizon, etc. to see about hot 
spots for students without 
internet.  Mr. Siler praised the 
teachers for doing a fantastic 
job.  As teachers will have to 
come up to the school 
eventually, a schedule will be put 
in place to have small numbers 
come at a time, with cleanings 
following.  Those who have any 
symptoms will definitely not be 
allowed in the building.  Mr. 
Siler has authority to put staff  in 
‘administrative quarantine’, 
where they will not be allowed 
on campus at all.  Schools will 
still be getting state funding 
currently, but if  the government 

shuts down, this could possibly 
change, which is very 
concerning.  A doctor at 
Shannon is recommending 
closing schools until May 1.  
The CDC is recommending no 
groups over ten, so it could be a 
possible liability issue if  school 
was to open due to the number 
of  people at the school.  There 
are conversations taking place 
regarding class rank, graduation, 
and other end of  year activities.  
Mr. Siler has no idea currently 
what finances will look like next 
month.  If  UIL does not 
continue, there will possibly be 
money that can be moved 
around as needed.

Discussion was held regarding 
action to adopt revisions to 
Board Policy FNF (Local).  This 
action is regarding 
implementing drug testing for 
students who participate in 
extracurricular activities.  Jodie 
Arrott made the motion to 
approve and was seconded by 
David McWright.  The motion 
passed.  Ayes - 7, Nayes - 0.

David McWright made a 
motion to approve 2019/2020 
budget amendments and was 
seconded by Josh Schoenfield.  
The motion passed.  Ayes - 7, 
Nayes - 0.

Terry Queen made a motion 
to approve the 2020/2021 
school district calendar, 
seconded by David McWright.  
The motion passed.  Ayes - 7, 
Nayes - 0.

Mr. Siler recommended 
offering one-year term contracts 
to both principals.  Jodie Arrott, 
seconded by Ashley Braswell, 
made a motion to approve the 
recommendation.  The motion 
passed.  Ayes - 7, Nayes - 0.

Discussion was held regarding 
possible adoption of  a resolution 
addressing payment and leave 
for personnel, purchasing and 
procurement authority, and 
other operation issues related to 
the emergency district closure.  
This also included authorizing 
the superintendent to apply for 
waivers in regard to Covid-19, 
and authorizing the 

superintendent flexibility in 
other operational issues in order 
to accommodate school closures 
due to Covid-19, and to continue 
to provide instruction to district 
students.  A motion was made by 
Jodie Arrott to approve the 
above items and she was 
seconded by Ashley Braswell.  
The motion passed.  Ayes - 7, 
Nayes - 0.

David McWright made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting 
and Terry Queen seconded.  
The motion passed.  Ayes - 7, 
Nayes - 0.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:06 pm.

The Bronte ISD Board of  
Trustees held a regularly 
scheduled meeting on April 16, 
2020, at 7 pm.  Those in 
attendance included board 
members Blake Braswell, Josch 
Schoenfield, Terry Queen, Jodie 
Arrott, David McWright, and 
John Seales; and administration 
members Tim Siler and Jennifer 
Englert.
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