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I t  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  a t
Commiss ioners  Cour t  th is
pas t  Monday,  Augus t  26 ,
2 0 1 3 ,  t h a t  a  c o n f i r m e d
case of  West  Nile  virus in
a  pe r son  has  been  found
wi th in  our  coun ty’s  bo r -
ders .   No  spec i f i cs  were
avai lab le ,  so  everyone  in
our  a rea  should  take  pre-
cautions.   Below is helpful
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e
virus and steps to take for
its prevention.

We s t  N i l e  v i r u s  i s  a
mosquito-borne i l lness.  Up
to  80  pe rcen t  o f  peop l e
i n f e c t e d  w i t h  Wes t  N i l e
v i rus  wi l l  have  no  symp-
toms and wi l l  recover  on
their  own.  However,  some
cases can cause serious i l l-
ness or death.   People over
50  and  those  wi th  weak-
ened immune sys tems are
at  a  higher  r isk of  becom-
i n g  i l l  i f  t h e y  b e c o m e
infected with the virus.

Your  bes t  defense  i s  to
practice these four habits:

•  Use an approved insect
repe l l en t  every  t ime  you
g o  o u t s i d e .  Approved
repe l l en t s  a r e  those  tha t
contain DEET, picaridin or
o i l  o f  l emon  euca lyp tus .
Fol low the instruct ions on
the label.

•  Regular ly  dra in  s tand-
ing water,  including water
that  collects  in empty cans,
t i res,  buckets ,  clogged rain
gut te r s  and  saucers  under
po t ted  p lan t s .  Mosqui toes
breed in stagnant water.

•  Wear  long s leeves  and
p a n t s  a t  d a w n  a n d  d u s k
when mosqui toes  are  most
active.

•  Use ai r  condi t ioning or
make sure there are screens
on a l l  doors  and  windows
to  keep  mosqu i toes  f rom
entering the home.
What are the symptoms?

Most people infected with
Wes t  N i l e  v i rus  w i l l  no t
have  any  s igns  of  i l lness .
Twenty  percen t  o f  peop le
who become infec ted  wi l l
have  mi ld  symptoms such
as  f eve r,  headache ,  body
aches ,  and  occas iona l ly  a
sk in  rash  on  the  t runk  of
t h e  b o d y  a n d  s w o l l e n
lymph glands.

The  symptoms of  severe
infection (West  Nile neuro-
invas ive  d i sease )  i nc lude
headache,  high fever,  neck
stiffness ,  s tupor,  d i sor ien-
tat ion,  coma,  t remors,  con-
vulsions,  muscle weakness,
and  para lys i s .  Only  about
o n e  o u t  o f  1 5 0  p e o p l e

D o v e  s e a s o n  s e t  t o
o p e n  S u n d a y

by Hal Spain
It’s  t ime once  again  for

a rea  hun te r s  to  t ry  the i r
luck wi th  the  gray ghosts
o f  t h e  s h o o t i n g  w o r l d .
S u n d a y  m o r n i n g ,
Sep tember  1 ,  2013 ,  w i l l
mark  the  beg inn ing  o f  a
new dove season in  Coke
County and throughout the
N o r t h e r n  a n d  C e n t r a l
z o n e s  o f  Te x a s .   The
N o r t h e r n  d o v e  h u n t i n g
zone is  bas ica l ly  the  area
above  In te rs ta te  20 ,  wi th
t h e  C e n t r a l  z o n e  b e i n g
bordered  on  the  nor th  by
In te r s t a t e  20  and  on  the
southern end by Inters ta te
1 0 .   The  Sou th  zone  i s
be low In te r s t a t e  10 ,  and
their  season does not  open
until  September 20.

As to our outlook for this
year ’s  season ,  I  am p re -
d i c t i n g  a  p r e t t y  s t r o n g
beginning of the season for
most  par t s  of  the  county.
A r ea l ly  n i ce  coo l  spe l l
that  y ie lded 4  to  5  inches
o f  r a i n  d u r i n g  J u l y  h a s
covered most  pastures  and
f i e lds  wi th  a  good  weed
c r o p ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a  f a i r
amount  o f  hay  and  gra in
seeding out .   I  have  seen

as  many as  80 whitewings
i n  a  g r o u p  a r o u n d  t h e
house ,  as  wel l  as  a  la rge
number  of  co l la red  doves
almost  every day.   What  I
haven’t  s e e n  i s  m a n y
mourning dove except  for
those  few local  b i rds  that
stay here year round.

I  think that l ike last  year,
there wil l  be some hunting
oppor tun i t i e s  a t  the  ve ry
beg inn ing  o f  the  season .
Once those birds  get  some
hun t ing  p re s su re ,  t hey ’ l l
b e  o f f  t o  a  s a f e  z o n e ,
where  they don’t  ge t  shot
at  so  much.   I f  condi t ions
g e t  r i g h t  t o  b r i n g  s o m e
m o u r n i n g  d o v e  i n t o  o u r
area,  we’l l  have some real
hunting opportunit ies for  a
short  period, at  least .

Your best  bet  is  going to
be around tanks and water
sources  l a te  in  the  a f te r -
noons .   And,  there  should
be a  good supply  of  dove
around grain f ie lds ,  i f  you
are  lucky enough to  have
a c c e s s  t o  a n y  o f  t h e s e
feeding areas.

The season wil l  run from
S e p t e m b e r  1  t h r o u g h
October  23,  2013,  with  an
addit ional  late season from
D e c e m b e r  2 0  t h r o u g h
Janua ry  5 ,  2014 .   Da i ly

bag l imi t  i s  15 mourning,
whi te -winged ,  and  whi te -
t ipped doves in  the aggre-
gate ,  to  inc lude  not  more
t h a n  2  w h i t e t i p s .
Possess ion  l imi t  i s  twice
the daily bag limit .

Legal  shooting hours  are
from one-half  hour  before
sunr i se  to  sunse t .   Don’t
forget  to  p lug those  auto-
l o a d e r s  a n d  p u m p  s h o t -
guns ,  as  dove are  consid-
ered  migra tory  b i rds ,  and
plugs  must  be  in  place  so
tha t  the  f i rearm can  hold
no more than three shells.

A new  hun t i ng  l i c ense
wi l l  be  r equ i red  to  hun t
t h i s  f a l l ,  a l o n g  w i t h  a
$7.00 migratory game bird
stamp if  you wil l  be hunt-
i n g  d o v e  o r  w a t e r f o w l ,
p lus  another  $7 .00  s tamp
i f  y o u  w i l l  b e  h u n t i n g
upland game bi rds ,  which
include quai l ,  turkey,  and
pheasant .   I f  you  wi l l  be
hunting waterfowl, you will
also need to purchase a $17
migratory game bird stamp
endorsement (duck stamp).

B e s t  o f  l u c k  i n  y o u r
upcoming hunt ing endeav-
ors .   Make a  menta l  note
to  make safe ty  your  main
concern as  you take to the
fields this fall .
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Coke County has confirmed
human case of West Nile virus

BLACKWELL HORNETS
vs.

Westbrook Wildcats
7:30 pm • Friday, August 30 • Westbrook

Opening Games of the  2013 Football Season !

BRONTE LONGHORNS
vs.

Junction Eagles
7:30 • Friday, August 30 • Bronte

ROBERT LEE STEERS
vs.

Meeteetse, Wyoming Longhorns
7:30 pm •Friday, August 30 • Robert Lee

Coaches share outlook for
upcoming football season

Footba l l  season  i s  once
again  upon us .   I  v i s i ted
with the head coaches ear-
l ier  th is  week to  get  their
t a k e  o n  t h e  u p c o m i n g
season.

B r o n t e  H e a d  C o a c h
Kevin Burns  fe l t  that  th is
year ’s  scr immages  went  a
l o n g  w a y  w i t h  h e l p i n g
de te rmine  wha t  th i s  new
group of  k ids  can  do .   I t
h e l p e d  t h e m  r e a l i z e  t h e
areas  where  improvement
was needed.

With s ix  re turning s tar t -
e r s  on  each  s ide  o f  t he
bal l ,  the  Horns  can count
o n  t h e s e  s t a r t e r s  a n d  a
number  o f  o lde r  p l aye r s
s t epp ing  in to  new ro le s .
In  addi t ion to  this  exper i -
ence,  they’ve got  a  lo t  of
young talent coming in.

C o a c h  B u r n s  s a y s  h i s
expectations for this year ’s
team is no different than in
year ’s  p a s t  -  a  d i s t r i c t

championship.   When asked
about the other teams in the
Longhorns’ d i s t r i c t ,  h e
n a m e d  C h r i s t o v a l  a s  t h e
team to  bea t ,  a t  l eas t  on
paper.   H e  wan t s  t o  u se
each game of  the  non-dis-
t r ic t  season to  prepare  his
team for  what  i s  l ike ly  to
be a tough round of distr ict
games.   In fact ,  he said the
dis t r ic t  championship  wi l l
probably not  be determined
unti l  the f inal  week of  dis-
trict  competit ion.

Robert  Lee and Blackwell
are  in  a  l i t t le  b i t  d i fferent
s i tua t ion  in  the i r  s ix -man
d i s t r i c t .  T h e y  a r e  t h e
toughest  teams in their  dis-
t r i c t .   Lohn  i s  hav ing  a
hard  t ime f ie ld ing  a  team
with  only  6  p layers  as  of
M o n d a y  m o r n i n g  a n d
Panther  Creek  has  a  very
young squad.

R o b e r t  L e e ’s  C o a c h


