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are surrounded by farms.
For many years, our nation’s 

agriculture leaders (in both 
industry and politics) have rightly 
considered agriculture and food 
policy a matter of  national 
security.  A nation that cannot 
feed and clothe itself  is 
vulnerable to attacks on its food 
supply or to the whims of  those 
nations that supply its food and 
clothing.  But what about 
individual communities?  On that 
point, Wendell Berry had a keen 
observation in his 2017 essay, 
“The Thought of  Limits in a 
Prodigal Age” (from the book 
“The Art of  Loading Brush”). 
Berry wrote:

 Half  Section to 2 sections of  
land for grazing.  Contact Wayne 
McCutchen at (325) 473-3201.
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By James M. Decker
Where does our food come 

from?
When is the last time you 

considered that question?  I don’t 
mean within the context of  “food 
is produced by farmers and 
ranchers, not created at the 
grocery store” (although if  you 
have questions about that, I 
would love to connect with you). 
Rather, I’m asking about the 
geography.  How far did that 
food travel from its origin until it 
reached your pantry or 
refrigerator?

As part of  last week’s essay, I 
shared in the social media and 
web posts a historic image of  
Stamford’s business district that 
hangs on the wall in my office.  It 

is an amazing aerial view of  
Stamford’s heyday, but the inset 
description has some 
remarkable facts about the 
town, including this:

“Stamford has an oil refinery, 
ice plant, two candy factories, 
three bakeries, two bottling 
plants, three creameries, three 
mattress factories, 175 retail 
establishments, five wholesale 
grocery houses, two major 
produce companies…”

To a rural resident of  my 
generation, it boggles the mind 
to imagine purchasing so many 
of  those kitchen staples from a 
local source.  Yet, to many of  
you reading this essay, that was 
the norm earlier in your life. 
Over the years, as rural 
populations have declined and 
the food industry has 
consolidated, whether it is fresh 
or pre-processed, our food now 
travels much greater distances 
to reach us.  That is a bit ironic 
in agriculture-centered 
communities like Stamford that 
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EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

PUBLISHER’S NOTICE:
All real estate advertising in this 

newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status or national 
origin, or an intention, to make any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.”  Familial status 
includes children under the age of 
18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women and 
people securing custody of children 
under 18.

This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising 
for real estate which is in violation 
of the law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 
advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain of 
discrimination, call HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777.  The toll-free 
telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

50¢ Per Word
$7.50 Minimum

CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING RATES

Rates when paid in advance.

Legal Notices:
50¢ Per Word

A service charge will be 
added to all ads which 

must be billed.
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