
Aoudad compete heavily for 
resources with the bighorn sheep 
and other native species and 
have the potential to transmit 
diseases to the sheep. Control of  
this invasive species is needed to 
protect the park’s native plants 
and animals as well as springs 
and other water resources that 
animals depend upon.

The Barton Warnock Visitor 

Center (east entrance) and Fort 
Leaton State Historic Site (west 
entrance) will remain open during 
these surveys. Please note that the 
rooms of  the fort are open for 
touring, but exhibits are closed. Park 
facilities, campgrounds, river access 
and trails south of  FM170 (River 
Road), and The Contrabando Trail 
System, are open.

Texas Farm Bureau (TFB) 
transitioned the Youth 
Leadership Conference (YLC) to 
a virtual format this year due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The youth development event 
has been planting the seeds for 
the next generation of  leaders 
for more than 50 years, growing 
into a much-anticipated summer 
conference for incoming high 
school juniors and seniors. 

“We were saddened to hear 
there wouldn’t be a face-to-face 
experience this year for our kids, 
but the virtual event allowed 
students to still engage with 
Farm Bureau and learn about 
our country and agriculture,” 
John Ross Copeland, Coke 
County Farm Bureau president, 
said. “It was still a meaningful 
online experience that met Farm 
Bureau’s goal of  creating future 
agricultural advocates and 
leaders while connecting youth 
from across the state.”

The name was changed to 
Virtual Leadership Conference 
(VLC) to better reflect this year’s 
format. Instead of  the traditional 
weeklong conference at Tarleton 
State University, students logged 
on to Google Classroom to 
complete modules on the free 

enterprise system, constitutional 
government and goal-setting 
activities and leadership skills. 

Despite the pandemic and the 
drastic change in plans, students 
still enjoyed the interactive 
experience. And in a new feature, 
they heard special messages 
directly from elected officials. 

The U.S. Constitution lessons 
were hosted by Texas Supreme 
Court Justices Eva Guzman and 
Brett Busby, and U.S. Sen. Ted 
Cruz and U.S. Rep. Henry 
Cuellar each recorded a video for 
the students, explaining what the 
Constitution means to them. 

“Since the conference was held 
virtually this year, we were able 
to have these elected officials 
record sessions for the 
students,”John Ross said. “That’s 
a pretty neat thing, for a kid from 
Bronte or Robert Lee to hear 
directly from our congressional 
leaders in Washington, D.C.”

Another module had a public 
speaking focus, giving youth 
valuable skills that can be used in 
all areas of  life and providing 
concrete examples of  how 
agriculture ties back to other 
disciplines in education and in 
the business world. 
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