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Items Recovered On Sunday, September 6, 2021, while

investigating a fraud cause, Coke County Sheriff’s Office Deputy
Sparks Burdett and Chief” Deputy Billy Williams, along with two
Texas Parks and Wildlife Game Wardens located two individuals
that had felony warrants for their arrest. During the investigation, a
stolen UTV was recovered. Consent to search the property was
given and during the search, 8 plants that are suspected of being
marijuana plants were found growing on the property. Ofhicial lab
testing and weight will be conducted and charges will be filed

accordingly.

This new frontier ran from the
Gulf of California to El Paso,
then along the Rio Grande to
San Juan Bautista, and thence to
Matagorda Bay. Although San
Antonio was behind the line, it
was not abandoned because of
obligations to Spanish settlers
and converted Indians there.
September 10, 1770

On this day in 1770, José de
Escandon, the “father” of the
lower Rio Grande valley, died in

Mexico City. Escondon was the
colonizer and first governor of
Nuevo Santander, a colony that
extended from Mexico across
the Rio Grande to the Nueces
River. He founded over twenty
towns or villas and a number of
missions in the colony, including
Camargo, Reynosa, Mier, and
Revilla south of the Rio Grande,
and Laredo and Nuestra Senora
de los Dolores Hacienda north
of the Rio Grande.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Explanatory Statements for the November 2, 2021
Constitutional Amendment Election

Proposition Number 1
(HJR 143)

HJR 143 proposes a con-
stitutional amendment ex-
panding the circumstances in
which a professional sports
team charitable foundation
may conduct raffles to raise
money for the foundation’s
charitable purposes. The pro-
posed amendment would al-
low professional sports team
charitable foundations of or-
ganizations sanctioned by the
Professional Rodeo Cowboys
Association or the Women’s
Professional Rodeo Associa-
tion to hold charitable raffles
at rodeo events.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitutional
amendment authorizing the
professional sports team
charitable foundations of
organizations sanctioned
by the Professional Rodeo
Cowboys Association or the
Women’s Professional Ro-
deo Association to conduct
charitable raffles at rodeo
venues.”

Proposition Number 2
(HJR 99)

HJR 99 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment allowing
the legislature to authorize
a county to issue bonds or
notes to finance the devel-
opment or redevelopment of
an unproductive, underdevel-
oped, or blighted area within
the county and to pledge for
repayment of those bonds
or notes increases in proper-
ty tax revenues imposed on
property in the area by the
county. The Texas Constitu-
tion gives the legislature the
power to authorize an incor-
porated city or town to issue
such bonds or notes but does
not expressly give the legis-
lature the power to grant that
same authority to counties.
The proposed amendment
also provides that a county
that issues bonds or notes for
transportation improvements
may not pledge for the repay-
ment of those bonds or notes
more than 65 percent of the
increases in ad valorem tax
revenues each year, and a
county may not use proceeds
from the bonds or notes to
finance the construction, op-
eration, maintenance, or ac-
quisition of rights-of-way of
a toll road.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitutional
amendment authorizing a
county to finance the devel-
opment or redevelopment
of transportation or infra-
structure in unproductive,
underdeveloped, or blight-
ed areas in the county.”

Proposition Number 3
(SJR 27)

SJR 27 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment barring the
State of Texas or a political
subdivision from enacting,
adopting, or issuing a statute,
order, proclamation, deci-
sion, or rule that prohibits or
limits religious services. The
proposed amendment would
apply to religious services,
including those conducted
in churches, congregations,
and places of worship, in the
state by a religious organi-
zation established to support
and serve the propagation of

a sincerely held religious be-
lief.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitution-
al amendment to prohibit
this state or a political sub-
division of this state from
prohibiting or limiting re-
ligious services of religious
organizations.”

Proposition Number 4
(SIR 47)

SJR 47 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment changing
certain eligibility require-
ments for a justice of the Su-
preme Court, a judge of the
Court of Criminal Appeals, a
justice of a court of appeals,
and a district judge. The pro-
posed amendment provides
that a person is eligible to
serve on the Supreme Court
if the person, among other
qualifications, is licensed to
practice law in Texas; is a
resident of Texas at the time
of election; has been either a
practicing lawyer licensed in
Texas for at least ten years or
a practicing lawyer licensed
in Texas and a judge of a state
court or county court estab-
lished by the legislature for
a combined total of at least
ten years; and during that
time has not had the person’s
license to practice law re-
voked, suspended, or subject
to a probated suspension. The
same eligibility requirements
would apply to a judge of the
Court of Criminal Appeals
and to a justice of a court
of appeals. The proposed
amendment further provides
that to be eligible for appoint-
ment or election as a district
judge, a person must be a res-
ident of Texas; be licensed
to practice law in Texas; and
have been a practicing law-
yer or a judge of a court in
Texas, or both combined, for
eight years preceding the per-
son’s election, during which
time the person’s license to
practice law has not been re-
voked, suspended, or subject
to a probated suspension.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitution-
al amendment changing
the eligibility requirements
for a justice of the supreme
court, a judge of the court
of criminal appeals, a jus-
tice of a court of appeals,
and a district judge.”

Proposition Number 5
(HJR 165)

HJR 165 proposes a consti-
tutional amendment allow-
ing the State Commission on
Judicial Conduct (SCJC) to
accept complaints or reports,
conduct investigations, and
take any other authorized ac-
tion with respect to a candi-
date for a state judicial office.
Currently, the Texas Consti-
tution only permits the SCJC
to take such actions as to per-
sons holding a judicial office.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitution-
al amendment providing
additional powers to the
State Commission on Judi-
cial Conduct with respect
to candidates for judicial
office.”

Proposition Number 6
(SJR 19)

SJR 19 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment establish-
ing that residents of certain
facilities have the right to
designate an essential care-
giver with whom the facili-
ty may not prohibit in-per-
son visitation. The proposed
amendment would apply to a
nursing facility, assisted liv-
ing facility, intermediate care
facility for individuals with
an intellectual disability, res-
idence providing home and
community-based services,
or state supported living cen-
ter. The proposed amendment
also would authorize the leg-
islature to provide guidelines
for these facilities to follow
in establishing essential care-
giver visitation policies and
procedures.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitution-
al amendment establishing
a right for residents of cer-
tain facilities to designate
an essential caregiver
for in-person visitation.”

Proposition Number 7
(HJR 125)

HJR 125 proposes a consti-
tutional amendment permit-
ting a person who is 55 years
of age or older at the time of
death of their spouse who
is receiving a limitation on
school district property taxes
on their residence homestead
on the basis of a disability to
continue receiving the lim-
itation while the property re-
mains the surviving spouse’s
residence homestead.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot
as follows: “The constitu-
tional amendment to allow
the surviving spouse of a
person who is disabled to
receive a limitation on the
school district ad valorem
taxes on the spouse’s res-
idence homestead if the
spouse is 55 years of age or
older at the time of the per-
son’s death.”

Proposition Number 8
(SJR 35)

SJR 35 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment authoriz-
ing the legislature to exempt
from ad valorem taxation all
or part of the market value
of the residence homestead
of the surviving spouse of a
member of the United States
armed services who is killed
or fatally injured in the line
of duty. The Texas Constitu-
tion provides a property tax
exemption to the surviving
spouse of a member of the
armed services who is killed
in action, but the current ex-
emption does not include
members of the military who
die during their service due
to injuries sustained that are
not combat-related.

The proposed amendment
will appear on the ballot as
follows: “The constitution-
al amendment authorizing
the legislature to provide
for an exemption from ad
valorem taxation of all or
part of the market value of
the residence homestead of
the surviving spouse of a
member of the armed ser-
vices of the United States
who is killed or fatally in-
jured in the line of duty.”
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