
Te x a n s  t o  v o t e  o n
w a t e r  f u n d i n g

v e h i c l e
As the drought  continues

and water  resources  dwin-
d le  i n  Coke  Coun ty  and
a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e ,  Texans
wi l l  have  t he  chance  t o
v o t e  i n  N o v e m b e r  o n  a
cons t i tu t iona l  amendment
to  provide funding to  pr i -
ority water projects.

Proposit ion 6,  which was
established by Senate Joint
Resolut ion 1  (SJR 1)  dur-
i n g  t h e  8 3 r d  Texas
Leg i s l a t u r e ,  i s  up  fo r  a
statewide vote on Nov. 5.

“Water  is  cr i t ical  for  our
growing state .   We need i t
t o  g r o w  o u r  f o o d  a n d
m a i n t a i n  o u r  c i t i e s  a n d
households .   But  as  those
r e s o u r c e s  g r o w  s c a r c e ,
Texas  needs  a  way to  pr i -
o r i t i z e  o u r  w a t e r  i n f r a -
s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t s , ”  s a i d
John Ross Copeland, presi-
d e n t  o f  C o k e - S t e r l i n g
County Farm Bureau.

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  would
c r e a t e  t h e  S t a t e  Water
Implementat ion Fund for
Te x a s  a n d  S t a t e  Water
Implementa t ion  Revenue
Fund for Texas.   Proposition
6 would al low state money
to be a l located to  pr ior i ty
water  projects  out l ined in
the state water plan.

“ N o  m a t t e r  w h e r e  y o u
live,  water  is  an important
re source ,  and  we  need  a
way to  be  sure  the  a reas
tha t  need  i t  most  can  ge t
e n o u g h , ”  J o h n  R o s s
Copeland  sa id .  “  Pass ing
Propos i t ion  6  wi l l  ensure
our  s ta te’s  water  secur i ty
t h r o u g h  w h a t e v e r  t h e
future brings.”

C o k e  C o u n t y
R e t i re d  Te a c h e r s

A s s o c i a t i o n  u p d a t e
The Coke County Retired

Teachers  Associat ion con-
vened a t  noon,  September
16,  2013,  for  a  luncheon,
fe l lowship  and a  business
sess ion .  The  meet ing  was
held at  the Fellowship Hall
of the First  Baptist  Church
in Bronte.

Bil l  Hood gave the invo-
cation preceding the meal.

G a r y  S m i t h ,  p r e s i d e n t ,
p r e s ided  a t  t he  bus ines s
s e s s i o n .  H e  c a l l e d  o n
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Alan

Richey of  the Bronte ISD.
He to ld  of  the  beginning
o f  s c h o o l  e v e n t s  a n d
repor ted  on  good  ra t ings
on student test  scores.

Judy Gibbs,  Information/
P r o t e c t i v e  S e r v i c e s
C h a i r m a n ,  a l e r t e d  m e m -
bers  to  check out  medical
and  hosp i t a l  cha rges  fo r
insurance purposes.

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s ,  t h e
members voted to fund the
book  p ro j ec t .  They  a l so
voted to  send a  memoria l
for  Kenneth  Rasco to  the
Coke County Food Bank.

Several members,  includ-
ing  Gary  Smi th ,  B renda
S m i t h ,  a n d  J a n e t
Wommack,  p lan  to  a t tend
t h e  D i s t r i c t  X V  F a l l

a l lowed to  vote  by provi-
s ional  ba l lo t .  Refus ing  to
s h o w  I D  i s  n o t  v a l i d
ground for cast ing a provi-
s i o n a l  b a l l o t ,  h o w e v e r
“and  i t  i s  l ike ly  tha t  the
voter ’s  b a l l o t  w i l l  b e
r e j e c t e d  b y  t h e  b a l l o t
board.”

To have  the  provis iona l
ballot  count,  the voter  wil l
have  to  v i s i t  t he i r  vo te r
registrar ’s  o f f i c e  w i t h i n
s ix  ca l enda r  days  o f  the
election to ei ther present  a
photo ID or  submit  a  tem-
pora ry  a ff idav i t  a t t es t ing
tha t  he  o r  she  does  no t
have  any  of  the  requ i red
photo IDs.

A pe rmanen t  exempt ion
is available for voters with
documented disabili t ies.

Aff idav i t s  a re  ava i l ab le
to voters who have a rel ig-
i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  t o  b e i n g
photographed and for  vot-
e rs  who do  no t  have  any
pho to  iden t i f i ca t ion  as  a
r e su l t  o f  c e r t a i n  na tu r a l
disasters.

In  gene ra l ,  i t  i s  ea s i e r
and  cheaper  to  change  a
name on the voter registra-
t i o n  r e c o r d s  t o  m a t c h  a
driver ’s  l i c e n s e  o r  o t h e r
identification.

The  photo  ident i f ica t ion
requirement  does not  have
a n  a d d r e s s  m a t c h i n g
requ i r emen t ,  no r  does  i t
change the process for vot-
i n g  b y  m a i l .  And  whi l e
v o t e r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  ( t h e
cards  sent  to  voters  in  the
m a i l )  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  b e
necessary to  vote ,  they do
conta in  p rec inc t  in forma-
t i o n ,  s o  o f f ic ia l s  recom-
m e n d  v o t e r s  h a n g  o n t o
them and bring them to the
polls.

October  7 is  the last  day
t o  r e g i s t e r  o r  m a k e
changes  for  the  November
e l e c t i o n .  E a r l y  v o t i n g
b e g i n s  O c t o b e r  2 1 .  The
November  bal lo t  for  local
vo te r s  w i l l  be  t he  Texas
Constitution amendments.

I f  t h e r e  a r e  a n y  q u e s -
t ions ,  p lease  fee l  f ree  to
c a l l  C o u n t y  C l e r k  M a r y
Gr im a t  453-2631  or  Tax
A/C  Jos i e  Dean  a t  453 -
2614.

Texas Secretary of  State
John Steen announced that
pho to  iden t i f i ca t ion  wi l l
now be required when vot-
ing in Texas elections.  His
announcemen t  fo l l ows  a
d e c i s i o n  b y  t h e  U . S .
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  t h a t
cleared the way for  photo
ID requirements  in  Texas,
o r ig ina l ly  passed  by  the
Texas Legislature in 2011,
to take effect.

A voter  wil l  be required
to show one of the follow-
ing forms of  photo identi-
f i c a t i o n  a t  t h e  p o l l i n g
loca t ion  before  the  voter
will  be permitted to cast  a
vote:

-  Texas  d r ive r  l i cense
issued by the Texas Dept .
of Public Safety (DPS)

-  Te x a s  E l e c t i o n
Iden t i f i ca t ion  Cer t i f i ca te
issued by DPS

-  Texas  personal  ident i -
f i c a t i o n  c a r d  i s s u e d  b y
DPS

-  Texas concealed hand-
gun license issued by DPS

-  Uni ted Sta tes  mi l i tary
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d  c o n -
t a i n i n g  t h e  p e r s o n ’ s
photograph

-  Uni ted  Sta tes  c i t izen-
ship cert i f icate containing
the person’s photograph

- United States passport
Wi t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f

the  U.S .  c i t i zensh ip  ce r -
t i f icate ,  the ident i f icat ion
mus t  be  cur ren t  o r  have
expi red  no  more  than  60
d a y s  b e f o r e  b e i n g  p r e -
s e n t e d  a t  t h e  p o l l i n g
place.

E l e c t i o n  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n
cert if icates are now avail-
ab le  only  for  voters  who
d o  n o t  a l r e a d y  h a v e  a
r e q u i r e d  f o r m  o f  p h o t o
identif icat ion.  There is  no
f e e  f o r  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e .
I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h o w  t o
obtain an election identifi-
ca t ion  ce r t i f i ca te  can  be
f o u n d  a t
www.dps.texas.gov.  You
may a lso  contac t  DPS by
te l ephone  a t  ( 512 )  424 -
2600.

To  r e v i e w  f r e q u e n t l y
a s k e d  q u e s t i o n s  a n d
a n s w e r s ,  v i s i t
www.votetexas.gov.

Texas Secretary of  State
John Steen said his  office
is  working to  educate  the
p u b l i c  b e f o r e  t h e
N o v e m b e r  e l e c t i o n  t o
make the t ransi t ion to  the
photo  ID requ i rement  as
smoo th  a s  poss ib l e .  The
state office will  air  televi-
s i o n  c o m m e r c i a l s ,
YouTu b e  v i d e o s  a n d
include a new website that
should  be  able  to  answer
many questions.

Keith Ingram, director of
the  e lec t ions  d ivis ion for
the state,  said if  a name is
“subs tant ia l ly  s imi lar”  to
the name on the registered
voters l ist ,  then poll  work-
ers  can note the name and
allow the person to vote.

Voters  who do not  show
proof  of  ident i ty  wi l l  be
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Confe rence  on  Sep tember
26, 2013 in Brownwood.

The next meeting of Coke
C o u n t y  RTA w i l l  b e
October 26,  2013. Members
a t t e n d i n g  w e r e :  C h r i s t i e
B a g w e l l ,  Wa n d a  B a r b e e ,
Jane Batt le,  Gayle Bolding,
J a m i e  B o r e n ,  Wanda
Brewer,  Judy  G ibbs ,  Ann
H a m i l t o n ,  B r e n d a  H i n e s ,
Bi l l  Hood ,  Rhonda  Hood ,
C h a r l o t t e  J a c k s o n ,  S u g
Lawhon ,  Me lba  Mau ld in ,
K a t h y  M c C o w n ,  J u d y
McGlothlin,  Sheri  Millican,
Be th  P ra the r,  L e v a  S e l f ,
Gera ld  Sandusky,  B r e n d a
Smi th ,  Gary  Smi th ,  Jane t
Wommack,  Lee  Wommack.
G u e s t s  w e r e :  M a r i l y n
Burns and Alan Richey.

State Representative Visits Coke County!  State
Representative Drew Darby visits with approximately
25 constituents in the Coke County Commissioners
Courtroom in Robert Lee last week during a town hall
meeting.
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Trust Us!
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promise performance and
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Photo ID now required
for Voting in Texas


