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The most recent Census of  
Agriculture counted 408,000 
farmers and ranchers in Texas.

Of  that amount in 2017, just 
over 156,000, or 38%, were 
female farmers and ranchers.

That’s an increase of  five 
percentage points from 2012.

I’m not surprised by the higher 
number. I suspect the next Census 
of  Agriculture in 2022 will reflect 
an even greater number of  female 
farmers and ranchers in our state.

The vast majority of  female 
Texas producers have more than 
10 years of  experience on the 
farm and ranch.

More than half  of  female 
farmers and ranchers in our state 
are active in beef  cattle 
production.

Texas leads the nation in the 
number of  female farmers and 
ranchers.

They’re part of  an agricultural 
engine that feeds the world and 
propels our Texas economy.

On this day in 1895, William 
Carrol Crawford, the last 
surviving signer of  the Texas 
Declaration of  Independence, 
died while visiting his son in Erath 
County. Crawford, a native of  
North Carolina, moved to Texas 
in 1835 and settled near 
Shelbyville. He and Sydney O. 
Penington represented Shelby 
County at the Convention of  
1836, which wrote the 
Declaration of  Independence and 
the Constitution of  the Republic 
of  Texas and established the ad 
interim government.

(Continued on page 11)

 The Bronte Lady Longhorns hosted and played in 
their own Showdown Tournament in Bronte recently.  Teams 
attending included Benjamin, Brady, Bronte, Early, Harper, Vernon 
Northside, Water Valley, and Wink.  Wink won the championship, 
beating Vernon Northside who took second place.  Third place went 
to Harper and consolation was won by Early.  The Lady Longhorns 
finished with a win of their own by beating Brady.  Bronte 
continued their season this week on the road in Sweetwater for a 
non-district game.


