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Issues discussed locally include: 

private and navigable water rights 
and Eminent Domain. 

Coke County Farm Bureau 
will send six delegates from the 
area to represent the county at 
the TFB Annual Meeting in San 
Antonio December 3-5. 

To join the Coke County 
Farm Bureau and let your voice 
be heard in Austin and 
Washington, D.C., visit the 
County Farm Bureau office at 
611 Austin St Robert Lee, Texas 
or call 325-453-4505. 

covering the farmer and is 
designed to make payments in a 
more timely manner. 

During last year’s legislative 
session, the Texas Senate passed 
SB 1099, which amended the 
Texas Grain Producer Indemnity 
Fund originally passed in 2011 
(HB 1840). If  approved through 
the referendum process, Texas 
farmers of  corn, sorghum, 
soybeans and wheat will be 
eligible to participate in the fund. 

“This fund would serve as a 
risk protection for Texas grain 
farmers,” John Ross said. “If  
they encounter a similar 
situation, a portion of  their 
losses would be paid.” 

Farmers would pay into the 
fund through a small fee—two-
tenths percent of  the gross sales 
price—assessed on grain at the 
first point of  sale. 

In the event of  a claim, the 
Texas Grain Producer 
Indemnity Board would review 
the claim, identify the value of  
the grain lost and indemnify up 
to 85 percent of  the value. 

“This fund gives grain farmers 
peace of  mind,” John Ross said. 
“With commodity prices falling 
and input costs rising, it’s 
important to mitigate any risk 
factors we can.” 

The referendum is Dec. 5-9. 
Eligible voters can vote at their 
county Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service office or 
request a ballot from the Texas 
Department of  Agriculture. 

For more information on the 
fund, visit www.texasgrain 
indemnity.org. 

It’s almost time for Vision 
With A Purpose’s Small Town 
Christmas Celebration.  This 
annual event will be held 
Saturday, December 3, 2016, in 
downtown Robert Lee.

Hay rides for all ages (with a 
minimum charge) are planned.  
Santa Claus will be giving out 
presents to the children through 
age 9 and listening to Christmas 
wishes.  Food will be available to 
purchase that includes stew, 
chili, cornbread, crackers and 
drinks.  Special gingerbread men 
made by our own Bev 
Broughton can also be 
purchased.

The lights in Memorial Park 
will be turned on at dusk after 
the children meet and greet 
Santa Claus.

Don’t forget to enter your 
home in the Christmas Outdoor 
Decorating Contest.  Prizes of  
$100, $75 and $50 will be 
awarded along with a new 
category this year, “The 

The Coke County 
Commissioners Court met in 
special session August 29, 2016 
at the courthouse in Robert Lee.  
Members of  the court present 
included County Judge, Roy Blair, 
Commissioner, Pct. #1 Troy 
Montgomery, Commissioner Pct, 
#2 Paul Williams, Commissioner, 
Pct #3 and Commissioner Pct. #4 
Joe Sefcik.  

The meeting opened with 
prayer given Judge Blair and 
pledge to the flag was recited.

Judge Blair announced the 
presence of  a quorum.  

Comm. Pitcock made a 
motion to approve the line item 
transfers for Precinct # 1.  The 
motion was seconded by Comm. 
Sefcik.  Motion carried.

Comm. Williams made a 
motion to adopt the 2016-2017 
proposed tax rate of  0.490972 
for General.  The motion was 
seconded by Comm. 
Montgomery.  Motion carried.

Comm. Sefcik made a motion 
to adopt the 2016-2017 
proposed tax rate of  0.149865 
for Road & Bridge.  The motion 
was seconded by Comm. 
Pitcock.  Motion carried.

Comm. Montgomery made a 
motion to adopt the proposed 
tax rate of  0.640837 for 2016-
2017.  The motion was 
seconded by Comm. Sefcik.  
Motion carried.

Comm. Williams made a 
motion to adopt the salaries of  
Elected Officials.  The motion 
was seconded by Comm. Sefcik.  
Motion carried.

Comm. Williams made a 
motion to pay bills.  The motion 
was seconded by Comm. Sefcik.  
Motion carried.

Judge Blair adjourned the 
meeting at 9:20 am.

Grain farmers in Coke 
County and across the state will 
vote on a self-funded protection 
program to help mitigate risk 
after harvest. 

“The Texas Grain Producer 
Indemnity Fund can be 
protection for Texas farmers 
who suffered significant financial 
losses when an elevator in the area 
went out of  business,” County 
Farm Bureau President John Ross 
Copeland said. “Some have been 
left with a significant loss for the 
grain they stored.” 
 John Ross said this year’s 
referendum is improved over 
previous efforts, featuring a 
more economical plan for 

County Farm Bureau members 
to our county convention so we 
can discuss issues important to 
agriculture and rural Texas,” 
John Ross Copeland, Coke 
County Farm Bureau president, 
said. “It’s a true grassroots effort 
that enables each one of  us to 
have a stronger voice through 
Texas Farm Bureau.” 

The issues discussed at county 
meetings are later shared on a 
statewide level. Those issues 
drive Texas Farm Bureau’s 
activism in the courts, in Austin 
and in Washington, D.C. 

Griswald Award” (remember 
“Christmas Story” with Chevy 
Chase?).  A special plaque will 
be presented.  Applications will 
soon be available along with 
information flyers.  Watch for 
more info.

Families from across Coke 
County recently met to help 
shape policy for the state’s 
largest farm organization. 

“Each year, we invite Coke 


