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PUBLIC HEARING
2018-2019 BUDGET
The City of Blackwell will
hold a Public Hearing at City
Hall, 121 E. Main, Blackwell,
Texas on September 9, 2019 at
12:30 PM. to present the
proposed Budget for the 2019-
2020 tax year.
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PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF ROBERT LEE
NOTICE OF
2020 TAX YEAR
PROPOSED PROPERTY

TAX RATE
A tax rate of $0.460000 per
$100  valuation has been

proposed for adoption by the
governing body of the City of
Robert Lee. Two public hearings
will be held by the governing
body before adopting the
proposed tax rate.
The governing body of the City
of Robert Lee proposes to use
revenue attributable to the tax
rate for the purpose of meeting
the Fiscal Year 2020 budget.
PROPOSED TAX RATE
$0.460000 per $100
PRECEDING YEAR’S
TAX RATE
$0.460000 per $100
EFFECTIVE TAX RATE
$0.459999 per $100
ROLLBACK TAX RATE
$0.496799 per $100
The effective tax rate is the
total tax rate needed to raise the
same amount of property tax
revenue for the City of Robert

Lee from the same properties in
both the 2018 tax year and the
2019 tax year. The rollback tax
rate is the highest tax rate that
City of Robert Lee may adopt
before voters are entitled to
petition for an election to limit
the rate that may be approved to
the rollback rate.

YOUR  TAXES OWED
UNDER ANY OF THE
ABOVE RATES CAN BE
CALCULATED AS
FOLLOWS:  Property tax
amount = (rate) x (taxable value
of your property)/ 100

For assistance or detailed
information about tax calculations,
please contact: City of Robert Lee,
6 FEast 7th Street, Robert Lee,
Texas 76945, (325) 453-2831,
Robertleetexas@wcc.net.

Public hearings on the 2019-
2020 proposed tax rate will be
held on September 9th, 2019, at
6:30 PM and September 1l1th,
2019, at 6:30 PM at City Hall, 6
East 7th Street, Robert Lee,
Texas 76945.
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SMALL TAXIN
UNIT NOTICE

The KICKAPOO WATER
DISTRICT will hold a meeting
at 6:00 PM on September 25,
2019, at Bronte City Hall, 114
S. Washington, Bronte, Texas, to
consider adopting a proposed
tax rate for year 2019. The
proposed tax rate is $0.079970
per $100 of value.

The proposed tax rate would

increase total taxes in
KICKAPOO WATER
DISTRICT by 7.98%.
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Wildfire preparedness publications available

by Justin Walker
Texas Farm Bureau,
Communications Specialist

As wildfire season begins to
pick up, Texas A&M AgrilLife
Extension Service 1is giving
homeowners a chance to
prepare for and limit wildfire
damages.

Texas experienced a very wet
spring, which has been followed
by a very dry summer. Recent
rains Texas haven’t changed the
dry conditions.

And with the dry environment
threat
Thousands of acres

comes increased for
wildfires.
have already burned or are still
burning in the High Plains,
Rolling Plains, Central and West
Texas.

“Fire is an imminent danger,
and people need to get ready for
it, understanding that any
particular day they could have a
fire come their way,” Tim
Steffens, Ph.D., AgrilLife
Extension range management
specialist, said.

To help homeowners prepare
for that day, Steffens
AgriLlife  Extension
Specialist Morgan Treadwell,
Ph.D.,

publications on wildfire behavior

and
Range

have released two

and CMErgency responses.

Wildfire Behavior and
Emergency  Response  and
Safeguarding Against Wildfire

are currently available in the
Agrilife Extension Bookstore.
Both publications can be found
under  the
“wildfire.”
A Wildfire Ready Checklist,
developed by Treadwell, is also

search  term

available.

The materials are designed to
help landowners prevent
possible wildfire outbreaks on
their property. Ranchers can
start with fuel breaks, Steffens
said.

“Grazing them in, with the
use of temporary fencing, is
really my preference,” he said.
“Disking or blading opens the
land up to more erosion than if
you graze it out, but it is better
than nothing. These will stop
small fires starting out in the
ditch along the roadway, but
when high winds and low
humidity combine to push a
20- to 30-foot

firebreak won'’t stop it.”

wildfire, a

Some strategic grazing and
moving cattle from pasture to
pasture also will help manage
fuels, Steffens said. This method
provides protection for cattle,
providing them somewhere to go
if a fire were to breakout.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Explanatory Statements
for the November 5, 2019
Constitutional Amendment
Election

Proposition Number 1
(HIRT72)

HJR 72 proposes a constitutional
amendment permitting an elect-
ed municipal judge to serve as a
municipal judge in more than one
municipality at the same time.
Unlike an appointed municipal
judge, an elected municipal judge
may not concurrently hold anoth-
er municipal judge office. This
amendment would allow an elect-
ed municipal judge to serve as a
municipal judge in more than one
municipality at the same time, in
the same manner as appointed
municipal judges.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment permitting a person to
hold more than one office as
a municipal judge at the same
time.”

Proposition Number 2
(SJR79)

SJR 79 proposes a constitution-
al amendment authorizing the
Texas Water Development Board
to issue additional general obli-
gation bonds, in an amount that
does not exceed $200 million,
for the economically distressed
areas program. These bonds can
only be used to provide financing
for the development of water sup-
ply and sewer service projects
in those economically distressed
areas as defined by law.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment providing for the issu-
ance of additional general
obligation bonds by the Texas
Water Development Board in
an amount not to exceed $200
million to provide financial as-
sistance for the development
of certain projects in econom-
ically distressed areas.”

Proposition Number 3
(HJR 34)

HJR 34 proposes a constitu-
tional amendment allowing the
legislature to temporarily exempt
from ad valorem taxation a por-
tion of certain property located
in an area covered by a disaster
declaration of the governor. The
proposed amendment would al-
low the legislature to prescribe
the method of determining the
amount of the tax exemption and
the duration of the exemption and
also would allow the legislature to
create any additional eligibility re-
quirements for the tax exemption.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment authorizing the legisla-
ture to provide for a temporary
exemption from ad valorem
taxation of a portion of the ap-
praised value of certain prop-
erty damaged by a disaster.”

Proposition Number 4
(HJR 38)

HJR 38 proposes a constitutional
amendment prohibiting the state

from imposing or collecting an in-
dividual income tax, including an
individual's share of partnership
and unincorporated association
income. There is no current con-
stitutional bar on imposing or col-
lecting an individual income tax.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment prohibiting the imposi-
tion of an individual income
tax, including a tax on an indi-
vidual’'s share of partnership
and unincorporated associa-
tion income.”

Proposition Number 5
(SJR 24)

SJR 24 proposes a constitutional
amendment that would automati-
cally appropriate the net revenue
received from the portion of the
state’s tax revenue received on
sales of sporting goods to the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depart-
ment (TPWD) and the Texas His-
torical Commission (THC). The
legislature would maintain the
authority to determine the specif-
ic uses of the funds and their allo-
cation between TPWD and THC.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment dedicating the revenue
received from the existing
state sales and use taxes that
are imposed on sporting goods
to the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department and the Texas His-
torical Commission to protect
Texas’ natural areas, water
quality, and history by acquir-
ing, managing, and improving
state and local parks and his-
toric sites while not increasing
the rate of the state sales and
use taxes.”

Proposition Number 6
(HIR12)

HJR 12 proposes a constitutional
amendment authorizing the legis-
lature to increase the maximum
bond amount for the Cancer Pre-
vention and Research Institute of
Texas (CPRIT) from

$3 hillion to $6 billion to be is-
sued by the Texas Public Finance
Authority. CPRIT was created in
2007 to promote and fund cancer
research in Texas. CPRIT uses
bond proceeds to award grants
for cancer research and preven-
tion.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment authorizing the legisla-
ture to increase by $3 billion
the maximum bond amount
authorized for the Cancer Pre-
vention and Research Institute
of Texas.”

Proposition Number 7
(HJR 151)

HJR 151 proposes a constitution-
al amendment allowing increased
distributions from $300 million
per year to $600 million per year
to the available school fund and
also allowing the State Board of
Education, the General Land Of-
fice, and other entities that man-
age revenue from land or other
properties held in the permanent
school fund to distribute certain
revenue to the available school
fund.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment allowing increased distri-
butions to the available school
fund.”

Proposition Number 8
(HJR 4)

HJR 4 proposes a constitutional
amendment creating the flood
infrastructure fund as a special
fund in the state treasury, using
money appropriated from the
economic stabilization fund. The
flood infrastructure fund would
provide additional resources to
implement plans to mitigate flood
damage. The proposed amend-
ment would authorize the Texas
Water Development Board to use
money in the flood infrastructure
fund for drainage, flood mitiga-
tion, or flood control projects.
The proposed amendment also
would authorize the creation of
separate accounts in the flood in-
frastructure fund as necessary to
administer the fund or authorized
projects.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment providing for the creation
of the flood infrastructure fund
to assist in the financing of
drainage, flood mitigation, and
flood control projects.”

Proposition Number 9
(HJR 95)

HJR 95 proposes a constitutional
amendment authorizing the legis-
lature to create a property tax ex-
emption for precious metal held
in a precious metal depository
located in this state.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment authorizing the legisla-
ture to exempt from ad valorem
taxation precious metal held in
a precious metal depository lo-
cated in this state.”

Proposition Number 10
(SJR 32)

SJR 32 proposes a constitutional
amendment authorizing the leg-
islature to allow a state agency
or political subdivision to trans-
fer a law enforcement animal to
the animal’'s handler or another
qualified caretaker in certain cir-
cumstances. Currently, the Texas
Constitution prevents the transfer
of certain public property, such
as law enforcement animals, to
a private person or organization
at no cost. This amendment au-
thorizes the legislature to allow
the transfer of a law enforcement
animal to the animal’'s handler
or another qualified caretaker at
no cost, upon the animal’s re-
tirement or at another time if the
transfer is determined to be in the
animal’s best interest.

The proposed amendment will
appear on the ballot as follows:
“The constitutional amend-
ment to allow the transfer of
a law enforcement animal to a
qualified caretaker in certain
circumstances.”
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