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Mr. Siler went over the 

proposed budget for 2019-2020.  
He advised there is currently so 
much uncertainty in school 
finance at the state level.  Mr. 
Siler presented a proposed 
budget of  $2,954,827.  David 
McWright made a motion to 
approve the proposed budget as 
presented and was seconded by 
Ashley Braswell.  The motion 
passed with a vote of  6 - 0.

Mr. Siler presented a 
proposed tax rate of  $1.01.  Josh 
Schoenfield made a motion to 
approve the tax rate and was 
seconded by Ashley Braswell.  
The motion passed with a vote 
of  6 - 0.

Proposed budget and tax rate 
hearings are set for August 14 at 
6:30 pm.

Mr. Siler presented the 
District Teacher Pay Scale.  He 
advised that this is reflective of  

the state minimum teacher pay 
scale.  Aide pay is at 50% of  
teacher pay.  David McWright 
made a motion to approve as 
presented and was seconded by 
Ashley Braswell.  The motion 
passed with a vote of  6 - 0.

The Board entered into 
executive session at 8:12 pm and 
came out at 8:35 pm.

David McWright made a 
motion to authorize Tim Siler to 
hire as needed until August 31 
and was seconded by Ashley 
Braswell.  The motion passed 
with a vote of  6 - 0.

TASA/TASB Convention will 
take place September 20 - 22 in 
Dallas.

The regular August Board 
meeting will be held August 14 
at 6:40 pm.

Terry Queen made a motion 
to adjourn the meeting and was 
seconded by Josh Schoenfield.  
The motion passed with a vote 
of  6 - 0 and the meeting 
adjourned at 8:39 pm.

that’s a conversation for a 
different day).

I’ve thought about this story a 
lot since Saturday night. I’ve 
followed Andrew Luck ever 
since he was in high school. At 
every level, he was a 
wunderkind.  In high school, he 
was co-valedictorian of  his class 
and a national top 100 football 
recruit.  After re-writing the 
Stanford record books, finishing 
as runner-up for the Heisman 
Trophy, and being all but 
guaranteed as the #1 overall 
pick in the NFL draft, he went 
BACK to school for another 
year, so he could finish his 
architecture degree.  NFL 
people said it was a bad 
decision. Yet, he finished runner-
up for the Heisman again and 
was still the #1 overall pick.  His 
early career NFL statistics were 
reminiscent of  all-time greats 
like Dan Marino.

Yet, Andrew Luck didn’t 
NEED football at any point in 
his life.  As a recruit, he 
eschewed blue-blood football 
programs and chose Stanford 
over other elite academic schools 
like Rice and Northwestern.  At 
Stanford, on Fridays before a 
game day, he was famously seen 
alone on campus, deep in 
concentration, studying not a 
playbook, but a textbook. His 
disliked press and media hype 
about himself, but if  asked about 
a teammate or football Xs and 
Os or some academic topic, he 
would talk and talk. He 
congratulated opponents after 
big hits (even while they were 
picking him up off  the ground) 
such that some opponents didn’t 
know how to react.

So when Andrew Luck 
retired, it should have been 
shocking only if  you didn’t know 
anything about Andrew Luck. 
He was great at football, but 
football didn’t define him.  Fans 
could boo, commentators could 
say he wasn’t tough.  But when 
Andrew Luck looked at the 
choice between playing football 
or having an enjoyable life with 
new wife and baby on the way, it 
was never a doubt.

As I wrote last week, our lives 

are short and they pass by 
quickly.  Using life for the right 
reasons, to glorify the right 
things, requires us to have the 
right priorities.  Andrew Luck 
was clear about his priorities, so 
when he came to a fork in the 
road of  his life, he had no 
trouble making that decision, 
even if  millions of  people 
couldn’t and wouldn’t 
understand his decision. His 
decision inspired me to think—
how often do we think about our 
life priorities?  I mean really, 
really think about them. And do 
our life decisions—career, 
personal, hobbies, whatever—
match those priorities? If  not 
why not?

James Decker is a lawyer, 
farmer, and mayor in Stamford, 
and the creator of  the 
forthcoming “West of  98” 
podcast and website. He may be 
contacted through Facebook at 
facebook.com/james.decker.

Feral hogs are so loathed by 
landowners in Texas for their 
habitat destroying behavior that 
as of  September 1, you won’t 
even need a hunting license to 
pursue them on private property. 
That’s when a new law takes 
effect removing even more 
obstacles from controlling hog 
numbers.

The new law, SB 317 by Sen. 
Bryan Hughes (Mineola), passed 
during the 86th Texas 
Legislature and exempts any 
person (resident or nonresident), 
with landowner consent, from a 

hunting license requirement to 
hunt feral hogs. It is still a 
violation to hunt without a license 
if  hunting without consent. The 
new law removes any reference to 
depredation and the exemption 
applies for the take of  all feral 
hogs.

The new law only applies to 
private property, and is irrelevant 
of  whether or not it is a paid hunt, 
although allowing hunting access 
in return for financial or other 
consideration still requires a 
hunting lease license from the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. A hunting license is 
still required on public land. 
Hunter education requirements 
also still apply.

Also as of  September 1, in most 
cases hunters will not be required 
to carry their original paper 
hunting and fishing licenses with 
them to the field. HB 547 by State 
Rep. Terry Canales (Edinburg) 
allows licensees to use a 
photograph of  their physical 
license to serve as verification of  a 
valid license while hunting any 
game that doesn’t need a tag, like 
dove. You must carry your 
physical license with you for deer 
and turkey hunts, and if  you want 
to retain an oversized red drum, 
since they require tags. Your 
license can now be viewed digitally 
on the Outdoor Annual mobile 
app or the My Texas Hunt 
Harvest app. Also accepted will be 
a legible digital photo, your 
emailed receipt, or your online 
purchase record. If  your Outdoor 
Annual app was downloaded 
before August 15, you’ll need to 
update it to version 6 in order to 
access your license and view the 
2019-2020 regulations.

by James M. Decker
You might have seen over the 

weekend that Andrew Luck, star 
quarterback for the NFL’s 
Indianapolis Colts, suddenly 
retired at the age of  29. This 
stunning news sent shockwaves 
through the sports world. He 
walked away, seemingly at the 
peak of  a career that had Hall 
of  Fame potential.  He walked 
away from possible NFL and 
Super Bowl trophies. He 
forfeited $64 million remaining 
on his current contract and 
hundreds of  millions more on 
future contracts. What was 
WRONG with this guy?

Actually, what was RIGHT 
with this guy?  Luck had been 
struggled through injuries the 

last several years. In 2015, he 
played through a lacerated 
kidney and a torn abdominal 
muscle. A serious shoulder 
injury cost him the entire 2017 
season and had threatened his 
career.  He had suffered through 
rib, thumb, and ankle injuries. 
He was struggling with a calf  
injury that wouldn’t heal this 
year when he just called it quits. 
Over a year ago, Luck told a 
local Indianapolis reporter that 
if  football ever stopped being 
fun, he’d retire. Saturday night, 
he concluded just that.  When 
he spoke to the press, he 
explained that injuries had worn 
him down mentally and 
physically.  He simply wanted to 
feel good and enjoy life. The 
only way he could do that was to 
walk away from football.

It’s hard to argue with that, 
right?  Well, when Colts fans got 
wind of  his retirement during 
the Colts’ preseason game, they 
booed Luck. A few 
commentators criticized Luck 
for not being “tough 
enough”(there are many things I 
could say about American 
society’s unhealthy obsession 
with proving “toughness” but 


